
58th Congress, [HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
%d Session. j 

Report 
No. 454. 

JURISDICTION OF RESERVATION NO. 32, IN THE CITY OF 
WASHINGTON. 

January 22, 1904.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Babcock, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, sub¬ 
mitted the following 

REPORT. 

[To accompany H. R. 8688.] 

The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 8688) to transfer jurisdiction of reservation No. 32, in 
the city of Washington, District of Columbia, report the same back 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

This bill was drafted by the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia and introduced at their request. The letter of the Commis¬ 
sioners, fully explaining the purposes of the proposed legislation, is as 
follows: 

Office Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
Washington, December 23, 1903. 

Sir: The Commissioners have the honor to submit herewith the form of a bill for 
the transfer to their jurisdiction of reservation No. 32, bounded by Pennsylvania 
avenue, E, and Fourteenth streets. 

Under authority of an act of Congress the square just south of this reservation has 
been acquired as a site for the new municipal building for the District of Columbia, 
which act also authorizes the Commissioners to close that portion of E street lying 
between square 255 (the site of the building) and Pennsylvania avenue. It is not 
intended to place the building proper on this street, although some of its projections, 
such as steps, etc., will extend out beyond the building line. 

It is proposed in the accepted plans, and it is presumed that it was the intent of 
Congress, that the building front on Pennsylvania avenue. Reservation No. 32, under 
the supervision of the Chief of Engineers, lies between E street and Pennsylvania 
avenue, and in order to provide a suitable approach to the building it would seem 
that the space between the building and the avenue should be under one jurisdiction. 

Under the provisions of the act of Congress approved July 1, 1898, relating to parks 
and parking, the Commissioners are authorized to transfer to the jurisdiction of the 
Chief of Engineers such portions of the streets and avenues as they may set aside for 
park purposes; and the Chief of Engineers is authorized to transfer to their j urisdiction 
such parts of reservations under his control as may be necessary for the widening of 
an adjacent roadway or to permit the laying of sidewalks. He does not consider that 
he has authority under the law quoted to make the desired transfer for the purpose- 
in question, hence the necessity of the legislation proposed. 

It is understood that there is no objection on the part of the Chief of Engineers to 
the proposed transfer; and as it is expected to begin work upon the building within 
a few months, it is desired that the transfer be accomplished as soon as practicable. 

Very respectfully, 
Henry B. F. Macfarland, 

President Board of Commissioners District of Columbia* 
Hon. J. W. Babcock, 

Chairman Committee on District of Columbia, House of Representatives. 
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